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SOFIA Present Status

• Aircraft in Hamburg
– Completed planned maintenance by Lufthansa Technik
– Repaired fuel tank, problem found after maintenance
– Functional check flight on Friday, May 4
– Planned return to California on Tuesday, May 8

• Begin Cycle 6 observations on Friday, May 11







SOFIA Science Instrument Status

• EXES cold and ready to install for OC6E
• GREAT logistics ready prepared:

– will install in Palmdale for OC6G
– Fly to New Zealand mounted to telescope for OC6H
– Return to Palmdale aboard SOFIA

• HAWC+ being prepared for its 1st deployment
– Finalizing plans to ship in SOFIA cargo bay
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How to Monitor SOFIA schedule

• On SOFIA website, For Researches, Observing:
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SOFIA Upcoming Scientific Events

• AAS June (3-7 June 2018) Special Sessions
– 3 special sessions highlighting SOFIA results and future 

potential
• Astrophysical Journal Letters focus issue

– First results from FIFI-LS and HAWC+
– Other SOFIA papers welcome
– Submit this summer, publish winter

• COSPAR Special Session
– Special session in main program
– Tour of observatory immediately upon return from deployment 

(weekend after conference)
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Cycle 7 Calls for Proposals

• NASA Call for Observing Proposals
– Includes international (except DE) participation

• German Call for Observing Proposals
– Researchers at German institutions

• NASA Call for Legacy proposals

• Cycle 6 end was shifted so as to allow all Right Ascensions to 
be visible and therefore allow completion of accepted projects

• Cycle 7 starts April 13, 2019
• Proposal Calls to be used ~June 1, 2018
• Due date ~Sep 7, 2018
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